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CORONAVIRUS — INTERSTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS — EXEMPTIONS 

Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the member for Dawesville seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.07 pm]: I move — 

That the house calls on the Labor government to undertake a detailed risk assessment of international and 
interstate entry exemptions, and implement an adequate testing and tracking regime. 

This is yet another motion pleading with the government to move to protect the health of the people of 
Western Australia, reinforcing the determinations on this side of the house to continue to work to ensure that the 
people of WA remain as COVID-19 free as possible. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Police! 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It reinforces the call that we made—we were the first to do so—to secure and create a hard 
border, an idea that was rejected by the Premier at the time we first called for it. The Liberal Party has consistently 
maintained the perspective that it is important to make every effort possible to protect the health and wellbeing of 
Western Australians faced with the significant threat that COVID-19 poses. During question time, we heard the 
Premier suggest to the Nationals WA the need to bring ideas and options to this place for the government to 
consider. That is absolutely every move that the Liberal Party has made in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We have tried our very best to work in a bipartisan manner, and have brought ideas and options to this place as 
often as possible for consideration. We constantly write to the Minister for Health, offering suggestions that the 
government could consider to help protect the people of Western Australia from the ongoing threat of COVID-19. 
The most recent example included the need to undertake a risk assessment for Western Australia and international 
and interstate entry exemptions, and to provide for an adequate testing and tracking regime in Western Australia 
for any COVID-19 risk.  

We have very, very consistently tried our best to work in good faith with this government to bring forward the 
ideas and options that the Premier desperately called for in question time and that we consistently get knocked back, 
with the government suggesting that we are somehow seeking to politicise this. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Only the Liberal and National Parties have been coming up with the options that were initially pushed back 
on by the government. It was the Liberal and National Parties that first called for the hard border. That was ignored 
by the government. It was the Liberal Party that called for a hard border between the Perth and Peel regions, but 
that was ignored by the government. The Liberal and National Parties have now called for an independent expert 
review, but that is being ignored by this government. 

The government has rebuffed us to the point at which it is now suggesting that this is somehow a brainwave that 
would divert important resources away from ensuring that Western Australia is as prepared as possible when a second 
wave occurs here. We know the devastating toll that COVID-19 leaves in its wake. Communities have been ruined. 
Governments across Australia have not been as prepared as they could have been when faced with a second wave. 
We need only look at what happened in Victoria under its Labor government. Within two months, Victoria went 
from having four active cases a day to having — 

Mr R.H. Cook: What about the Liberal government in Canberra? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: If the Minister for Health is somehow suggesting that national cabinet has not been well 
placed, I look forward to hearing his response. 

Mr R.H. Cook: The federal government has been absolutely missing in action. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The Prime Minister has been absolutely on the front foot when it comes to providing the 
leadership that is required to guide our nation. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you will have the opportunity to speak. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Minister for Health, I am going to have to call you. I know you are going to talk anyway, but 
I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. Of course, this is the response that we get when we try 
to move a motion on a matter of public importance to the people of Western Australia—the government howls 
because it knows that it once again has been exposed. 

The government has the opportunity to implement a risk assessment of the interstate and international entry 
exemptions to Western Australia. This is a good opportunity to take up the Liberal and National Parties’ suggestion 
of having an independent expert review of the arrangements, preparedness and readiness in Western Australia to 
respond to a COVID-19 outbreak. It is not just our idea; this idea is supported by the Australian Medical Association 
in Western Australia and broadly by the community of Western Australia, who understand and appreciate that we 
need to review our preparedness and that we can never be complacent in response. The government cannot be 
complacent in its response to the risks that COVID-19 poses. 

While the Legislative Assembly has been assembled here this afternoon, we have heard the news that two more 
women are in police custody after allegedly escaping hotel quarantine overnight. Phil Hickey of The West online 
has reported that the women arrived in Western Australia yesterday from South Australia and that they have breached 
hotel quarantine. 

Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The two women, aged 19 and 22, allegedly caught a taxi to a unit block in Coolbellup in 
the early hours of this morning before being taken into police custody. The member for Morley also rightly pointed 
out that a 31-year-old allegedly escaped quarantine from the Mercure hotel with the use of a ladder. 

Ms A. Sanderson: Three times. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: He did that a number of times. It seems that he was helped to escape hotel quarantine by 
somebody on the outside. 

Ms A. Sanderson: Because idiots exist. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Morley! 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That might be the case, member for Morley, but the hotel quarantine arrangements deserve 
to be reviewed. We need to ensure that Western Australians are protected as much as possible. 

When we raised this matter last week, the Premier suggested that there had been only four breaches thus far. We 
have now gone to seven breaches in the last few days. In the last 10 days, there has been a significant increase in 
the number of breaches. We only need one of those people to be infected with COVID-19 for them to pose a very 
real risk to the health and wellbeing of the people of Western Australia. It will take only one breach from an infected 
COVID-19 patient for us to be faced with the prospect of a second wave. Of course, we have seen the issues with 
the Sydney Swans footballer up in Joondalup and the 28-year-old woman who was caught in Scarborough after 
sneaking across the border. We also have 52 people crossing our border each day without the need to enter mandatory 
14-day isolation in Western Australia. This is why we are calling on the government to ensure a proper review of 
our arrangements so that the people of Western Australia and, more importantly, the government are as prepared 
as possible. We want to make sure that we are doing absolutely everything possible to prepare the state to respond 
to what we know will be a second wave. 

We are concerned about the level of complacency in the community. As the Premier said, we are concerned that 
COVID-19 might sneak across the border and take off like a fire, or words to that effect. We know the risk that 
COVID-19 poses to the people of Western Australia if an infected person finds their way onto the streets, either 
because they have not complied with their hotel quarantine directions or by other means, such as the 52 people 
who cross our border every day without the need to quarantine. There is a very real risk. It is important that we 
protest in a measured and calm manner. We believe it is important that the government supports our motion and 
undertakes a detailed risk assessment. The government should take up our offer of an independent expert review 
to make sure that Western Australia is as prepared as possible. We desperately need to ensure that we are as 
prepared as possible. 
I encourage the government to not be seen on the wrong side of this argument once again. It is only the Liberal 
and National Parties that have consistently called for more work to be done to protect the health and wellbeing of 
Western Australians. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The Liberal and National Parties continue to work hand in hand with the government by 
offering bipartisan support for all the protective measures that can be taken. Once again, this is a suggestion that 
the government should take up. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The government should not be stuck on the wrong side of history when, in a week’s time, 
it takes up the offer of an independent expert review. It should do it now and get ahead of this. The experience of 
the Victorian Labor government shows that we cannot be on the wrong side of COVID-19. We cannot be behind it; 
we need to be ahead of it. The best way to do that is to prepare the state as best as possible. Let us make sure that 
we are ready for a second wave. The Liberal and National Parties have called for an independent expert review 
because we know we need to be ready. The government should stand with us once again in trying to protect the 
health of the people of Western Australia. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Southern River, I call you to order from earlier; I did not want to interrupt the end 
of the member’s speech. You have been in here for only five minutes and you have not stopped talking. 
MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [3.16 pm]: I rise to support the motion brought to the house by the member 
for Dawesville. It is a matter of utmost public interest and concern. We know that our borders, quarantine and the 
exemptions from quarantine are the risk factors in COVID-19 returning to our community. We absolutely know 
that because we have seen what has happened in Victoria. Where did the second wave come from? It came from 
breaches of hotel quarantine. That is where it came from. We see the scythe that it is cutting across that society, 
both in terms of the health and economic costs, as well as the massive mental health impact. Many of us in this 
place, including me, and many Western Australians have family members and friends who are having to cope with 
that. It is horrible. We do not want to see that happen in this state. 
When the Leader of the Liberal Party, Hon Liza Harvey, called for a border closure in Western Australia at the 
early parts of COVID-19, she was absolutely ridiculed by the Premier. The Premier adopted that policy and he is 
now the king of the border closure. Well done to him! I think the public of Western Australia say well done to him 
for picking it up and doing it. We are now saying that the government needs to conduct a risk assessment of 
whether this is working. Why does the government need to do that? It is because we know that more than 50 people 
are crossing the border into Western Australia each day who have an exemption from quarantine or self-isolation. 
It is at least 50 people a day. The police minister verified that today. When we told her there were 6 661 people in 
total, she said, “No; today it’s probably more like 7 000.” That confirms that around 50-odd people a day are getting 
that exemption. They are coming into our community. We need to know where they are coming from, but we will 
not be told that. Moreover, there have been quarantine breaches here. We heard about the idiot with the ladder. 
Today, we heard about the two women who arrived yesterday and have already breached their quarantine. The 
hard border is not hard; there is an open door through which people can enter with an exemption. Quarantine is 
also being breached. We heard about that other idiot, Elijah Taylor, the Sydney Swans footballer up in Joondalup. 
He is a Western Australian. His girlfriend or partner is also a Western Australian by origin. They just thumbed 
their noses at the quarantine restrictions. We need an independent review. It is not good enough for the government 
to say, “Trust us”. Daniel Andrews and the Victorian Labor government said, “Trust us”, when they put their hotel 
quarantine procedures in place. We can see where that has ended up. It is sad and unfortunate and we do not want 
that to happen here. 
In Western Australia, we primarily task our hardworking, overworked, underpaid and underappreciated police 
force with being at the front line of protecting our borders and protecting our quarantine and self-isolation 
requirements. Four hundred police officers have been pulled off the front line and put in to do this very, very important 
work. Of course, they are supported in hotel quarantine by private security guards. We saw what happened with 
private security guards in Victoria, and we saw last week a private security guard here in Western Australia 
marching into a couple’s room in breach of all the quarantine requirements. We know there are problems that need 
to be identified and nipped in the bud before they get worse. Why have we as a state not called in more support from 
the Australian Defence Force? We called on the ADF when those cruise ships were out there looking to come in. 
Mr R.H. Cook: And they did nothing. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The minister says they did nothing; he can back that up. 

Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Morley, I call you to order for the first time. Members, you will have an opportunity 
to speak. Just let the member have his right, too. 
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Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Can we consider doing things better? Can we give relief to our hardworking police 
officers so they can return to the front line to deal with all those other issues that are happening—the fight club 
that happens in Northbridge and the CBD every single weekend, the issues around our community, the domestic 
violence issues and all the other crime that is going on unabated in our community? Taking 400 officers off the 
front line is a lot to take off when this government has not made the investment it should have in police officers. 
Those people need a break; they need support. 

What galled me most was to come in here today and hear a question from the Nationals WA about a really 
strategically important issue for Western Australia—getting our harvesting and our agriculture continuing to work. 
The Premier turned around and said, “What you want to do is bring down our borders and kill people. You want 
people to die.” That is what he said to the National Party, which said nothing of the sort. The Premier is saying that 
if there are problems with the border, if there are problems with quarantine, if there are problems with self-isolation, 
people could die. The Premier is claiming that—we have seen chinks in the armour appearing, we have seen breaches 
of quarantine, we know of breaches of self-isolation—but we still cannot get a straight answer about how many of 
those 50 people a day being given an exemption from quarantine and self-isolation have come from a place such 
as Victoria or perhaps certain postcodes of New South Wales. Why can other states ban people from certain postcodes 
from entering the state, but we cannot even tell people in our state whether people from those postcodes have come 
in? It is ridiculous. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It is because it is all too hard. The government cannot walk and chew gum at the 
same time. That is what it is telling us. That is the problem. The public of Western Australia does not deserve 
platitudes; it does not deserve to be taken for granted. It deserves its government to take important issues with the 
utmost seriousness, which is why the opposition, and the member for Dawesville, as our shadow Minister for Health, 
have called on this government to undertake a proper risk assessment, an independent risk assessment, to verify 
that what we are doing is right, and if there are any problems, to identify them early and work together to nip them 
in the bud. If the government does not do that, it is not doing everything possible to offer the protection it claims 
it is offering the public of Western Australia. The public of Western Australia does not deserve lip-service; it 
deserves its government doing the right thing. It would be doing the right thing if it took on the suggestion of the 
member for Dawesville, if it put away its pride because it did not come up with the idea, acknowledged that it was 
the right thing to do, supported it and did it for the betterment and the protection of the health of the public of 
Western Australia. 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [3.23 pm]: I also want to respond to the matter of public interest raised 
by the member for Dawesville and make the point of asking the following questions. When is a good time to have 
an inquiry? When is a good time to test transparency? When is a good time for the opposition to get an independent 
assessment of just how things are going in Western Australia? Last week, the Minister for Health said that right 
now the government did not want to pull people off the front line. For the most part we do not have COVID-19 in 
Western Australia; we do not have any community spread. If there was a good time, it would probably be now. Is 
it in six months’ time when there is an outbreak? Is it in 12 months’ time? Is it in two years’ time? When is a good 
time? It is only reasonable for the opposition to call for an assessment of the risk that Western Australia faces to 
what is a unique challenge. For the most part, the people in Western Australia want to see a hard border. That is 
what my constituency wants to see. They understand that there need to be exemptions, because commerce has to 
transact across those borders and essential services have to move back and forth. There is a process applied in 
order to get across the border into Western Australia, and in some cases there has to be quarantine, and rightly so. 
People have to meet the requirements that the state puts in place. 

I have had people come to me on both sides of this argument. One person said to me that they had come across the 
border and quarantined, and quite frankly, they did not think they had been checked on enough. Another person 
said they had seen someone down the street who was supposed to be self-isolating, and they were not. I rang up and 
made some inquiries about that, and I understand that has been sorted out. I also know of someone from Kununurra 
who is trying to do transactions across the border as part of his business. He is not able to do it and is having some 
massive issues in trying to maintain his business. There are issues that the opposition, rightly, should be able to 
get some visibility on through having an independent look at how things are going. 

There is also another group that I think is really important. Yes, Western Australia’s people want to keep the 
border hard, but there are also people from Western Australia, our people, Western Australians, sitting somewhere 
else in the world or in the eastern states trying to get home. They are there for reasons out of their control. They 
are either there for work reasons or on compassionate grounds. I will go through some examples that have come 
through my office. One lady went to regional Victoria prior to the recent outbreak of COVID-19 to support her 
daughter when she was having a baby. After spending a few weeks supporting her family, she wanted to return 
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to her rural property in WA where her husband was alone after having had a heart attack. Here is another 
example. A man and his partner went to Sydney to attend the funeral of his brother who died tragically and 
unexpectedly. Some confusion regarding his address prevented them from returning to WA to run a business of 
10 employees. Here is another example. A man who specialises in technical skills has been undertaking 
contracts in central Queensland. He cannot fly, so he needs to come back by road. The minute he goes through 
New South Wales, he will have to undertake a special set of quarantine requirements. Another woman over east 
has animals—these are Western Australians—including three horses and two dogs, and needs permission to return 
by road to Western Australia. She wants to self-isolate on her rural property. They cannot go into a hotel. There 
are these points. 

We had this discussion in our party room this morning. There are lots of examples that collectively Nationals WA 
members have of Western Australians trying to get back into WA. We do not want them to break the rules. We do 
not want them to break the quarantine arrangements. When the Premier was asked about this, he said that they had 
had six months to get back. I do not think that is good enough for Western Australians. This is not other people 
trying to come here. This is Western Australians trying to come home—our people. We should be moving heaven 
and earth to get them home, to get them back here, to the place they belong. Through no fault of their own, they 
have not been able to achieve that. 

Members of Parliament used to have a hotline that they could get straight on and get a quick response. We could 
get these compassionate issues into the system really quickly, but now we do not have it. The National Party has 
written to the Premier to try to get it, and we were rejected the right of having a hotline. I think that is a shame, 
because it was a chance to put on the table all these unique issues that come in our door and to get a response to them. 
There are Western Australians trying to come home to their state. We should be moving heaven and earth for them 
to achieve that; there needs to be a clear pathway. Right now, we are sending email after email to ministerial offices. 
I want to compliment one. A fellow called John Gangell in the Minister for Police’s office has been fantastic. But 
what we need is a hotline to be able to raise these issues.  

I think there needs to be a risk assessment of how Western Australia is managing the COVID-19 pandemic for 
a range of reasons—not only managing the risk of COVID-19 coming into Western Australia, but also properly 
managing trying to get our people home. There has been limited success in achieving that. Yes, 400 officers are 
on the task, and I accept that, but the appropriate level of compassion does not seem to be applied to those 
people trying to get home. There are some unique circumstances. We might not like it, but, unfortunately, a bit of 
politics has to be applied to these situations. Ministers will know that there is not a regimented set of rules to go 
by and everyone fits into that game. It does not work like that. Aside from the issue of managing the risk to 
Western Australians and despite the good work that is happening in some of the ministerial offices, we need to get 
our people home and we need to have a platform for members of Parliament to raise that properly—I thought 
the COVID hotline was a good strategy. The Nationals WA support undertaking a detailed risk assessment of 
international and interstate entry exemptions, because a range of things need to be put on the table to give us an 
appreciation and an understanding of whether we are on the right path. I again make the point that I made at the 
start of my contribution. When is a good time to do this? Is it in six months, 12 months or two years? One could 
argue that now is a pretty good time, when we do not have a significant number of people in intensive care units 
in Western Australia and our frontline officers are trying to manage those issues as an acute response. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [3.30 pm]: I rise to also make a contribution to this debate and support the member for 
Dawesville’s matter of public interest motion, which states — 

That the house calls on the Labor government to undertake a detailed risk assessment of international and 
interstate entry exemptions, and implement an adequate testing and tracking regime. 

As the shadow Minister for Transport, I want to focus on transport and testing. I have, as the member for Vasse, 
raised this issue with the Minister for Health previously. We know that Western Australia has, unfortunately, the 
lowest testing rate in the country. We fall behind South Australia and the Northern Territory, with 10 514 tests per 
100 000 people. I heard a remark on the radio the other day that we are no longer hearing encouragement for people 
to go and get tested when they are unwell. Quite obviously, we are also challenged by—as we have heard in this 
debate—52 people on average crossing the border every day without any mandatory testing or protocols in place 
for protections from COVID-19. 

I think it is very valuable that national cabinet has made some moves towards mandatory testing for the transport 
industry, given that we are seeing over 300 trucks cross the border every day. Obviously, the transport industry is 
on the front line, crossing the border, moving between states and dealing with many people across the country as 
well. We on this side of the house certainly support the national cabinet decision around regular testing of those in 
the transport industry. We also support that the Western Australian government got on board and supported that 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 18 August 2020] 

 p5123c-5134a 
Mr Zak Kirkup; Mr Peter Katsambanis; Mr Terry Redman; Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Roger Cook; Ms Rita Saffioti; 

Amber-Jade Sanderson 

 [6] 

measure as well. But what we are seeing, and I am hearing from the transport industry, how problematic it is to test 
truckies once they have crossed the border. I have heard that firsthand from industry and community representatives, 
and largely from the truckies themselves. The feedback I have heard is that when truckies hit the border, there are 
only a couple of opportunities to be tested, whether that is at Broome Health Campus or in Kalgoorlie, under the 
Commissioner of Police’s directive. This is problematic for the trucking industry. It is off-route and pragmatically 
it is very difficult. 
We know that testing and screening need to be very accessible. This relates to issues I have raised previously in 
this place about support for private clinics in regional areas in the absence of public clinics. I take the opportunity 
to thank the Minister for Health for his support for the drive-through clinic in Busselton, which has been very well 
received. The transport industry is saying to me that we need accessible testing for asymptomatic cases in Kununurra 
and Norseman as well. Truck drivers have a significant challenge when crossing the border, they have 24 to 48 hours 
to get a test. The logistics of testing truck drivers within that time frame is very problematic because they often 
have very large vehicles and carry livestock or dangerous goods. I understand that some work has been happening 
behind the scenes but it is being challenged at a health level. I encourage the Minister for Health to see that some 
support goes to accessible testing for the transport industry. 
While I have the opportunity, I will also underline that we obviously need in place a clear plan on what is happening 
with aged care testing as well. We on this side of the house hope that some strong and clear lessons have been learnt 
from what we have seen in Victoria and the problematic nature of en masse testing. Recently, 21 sister aged-care 
facilities in Victoria, with over 100 residents and over 50 staff, undertook a testing process within one day. 
I imagine that this would involve all aspects of the pathology sector. What plan is in place? Has there been real 
practical planning around this on PPE requirements so we can train the 30, 40 or 50 collectors who would be involved 
in such a process? These are the questions that members on this side of the house are asking about the transparency 
of decision-making and the thinking behind the planning that is in place. It is important. We know that in these 
COVID situations things can get out of control very, very quickly, and that is why I stand on this side of the house 
supporting this very worthy motion seeking support for a detailed risk assessment of where WA is at, because we 
have bought time and we are in a very good position. The government has been rightly applauded for its health 
response so far, but we have seen reported significant breaches of quarantine and self-isolation in hotels so far. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [3.38 pm]: Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to 
speak on this motion, which we will oppose for very good reasons. At the beginning of the discussion — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I have a good idea, member for Dawesville; I will call you to order for the first time. 
Mr R.H. COOK: My question at the beginning of my contribution to this debate is: why do you care? Opposition 
members want to pull down the borders so why do they care about how well they operate? The opposition has 
made it quite clear that it wants to bring them down. In March, the Leader of the Opposition made her position 
quite clear when she said, “I was not calling for the borders to be closed.” In May this year, when asked whether 
she would open the state borders if she were Premier, she said, “I would.” In June, she accused the government of 
resorting to political expediency to maintain the hard borders and essentially said that the hard border rhetoric is 
a myth. 
I am not quite sure why we are at this point. The opposition, having discovered that the hard borders kept us safe, 
has come to us saying that it wants a risk assessment on our hard border quarantine arrangements. Risk assessment 
is what public health risk management is all about. It is like moving a motion saying that we want the doctors in 
our hospitals to practise medicine and we want the teachers in our schools to educate. It is what they are trained 
for! I say to the member for Dawesville that they are public health physicians. They manage public health risk. This 
has been the game from the word go. Admittedly, it is only August; we have been doing this for only seven months. 
It is good to see that the member has caught up. This is what we are doing. We are managing the public health 
risk. We have been resoundingly successful with this program. We have managed the three elements of public 
health risk—keeping the public with us at all times, making sure that we do not destroy the economy, and ensuring 
that we keep people safe. We have been successful at that because all the way along the WA community has joined 
us and had great buy-in, making sure that we do all those things that we see as necessary to keep the disease under 
control. Because we have been so successful and because the WA public has been so good, it has enabled us to 
open the economy and get people back to work, more so than is the case in any other state in Australia. 
I am sure that the member for Dawesville will forgive us for being slightly irritable when he comes to this place and 
says, “We want to look over your shoulder. We want to check how things are going.” We have five active cases 
in this state. They are all in hotel quarantine. That is a pretty good track record. I thought the member would be 
taking the opportunity not to second-guess our great public health physicians, not to try to criticise the police and not 
to say to our doctors and nurses working on the front line, “We are not quite sure how good a job you are doing.” 
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Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for a second time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: I thought the member would be coming to this place to say that we have been doing a cracking 
job and that the opposition stands with the government in thanking our police, doctors, nurses and all our allied 
health and support staff—all those who have put this great work together to ensure that we can continue to manage 
this disease. 

Managing public health risk is what public health physicians do. It is what we have done from day one and it is 
what we are doing day in and day out. We analyse the risk and we act on that analysis. At the same time, we are 
doing our best to keep the economy going while keeping Western Australians safe and continuing to make sure 
that we can do all those things necessary and required of us by the national cabinet. Of course we have to manage 
international arrivals. We understand that that is one of the key areas of risk—our risk assessment that the member 
for Dawesville has asked us to undertake. That is why we have a set of directions for everyone who arrives from 
overseas. Under these directions, they are required to undergo testing on day 2 and day 12 and stay in one of our 
quarantine hotels. Anyone who enters WA from a state other than New South Wales and Victoria is required to 
present for testing on day 11. Unless they fall under the category of “exempt traveller”—that is, transport, freight 
or logistics, which means they will leave WA before day 11—they are given a hotel direction, hospital direction 
or are required to quarantine or isolate under the relevant directions. Someone from New South Wales or Victoria 
is required to present for testing within 48 hours unless the person is part of a domestic flight crew. 

The member for Dawesville has constantly talked about the thousands of people who have received exemptions. 
Thousands of people have not received exemptions. There are thousands of exemptions because we are required 
to create exemptions for certain classes of people who have to get through and get on and do things. Those categories 
of persons are senior government officials and members of the commonwealth Parliament and their staff. I am sure 
that Senator Mathias Cormann would thank the member for Dawesville for moving this motion. Under the member’s 
arrangements, everyone would be in hotel quarantine, including Mathias Cormann. We think that Mathias Cormann 
is doing a pretty good job and he needs to go through the airport.  

Other categories of persons include active military personnel on duty in WA; specialist skills not available in WA, 
although they are now subject to modified quarantine conditions; a judicial officer or staff of a court, tribunal 
or commission; persons carrying out a function under the law of the commonwealth; health services requested by 
the Chief Health Officer; transport, freight and logistics; airline crew, WA based, who have not been in Victoria 
or New South Wales in the previous 14 days; and other airline crew. As the Minister for Police said, we have 
since tightened up the arrangements and those crew essentially have to be isolated in hotel arrangements and then 
travel to and from the airport. Also, there are categories of emergency services workers who have not been in 
Victoria or New South Wales in the previous 14 days and travellers from Indian Ocean territories in accordance 
with the exempt traveller Indian Ocean territory travellers’ approval. These arrangements have been put into place 
because they are necessary to keep the state moving. We have to be able to allow judicial officers, members of the 
commonwealth Parliament and those carrying out responsibilities on behalf of the commonwealth to travel through 
the border. 

We are all subject to risk mitigation. We continue to scan the horizon to ensure that those people who are coming 
into Western Australia are appropriately dealt with. Those who do not receive an exemption are often required 
to hotel quarantine or be returned to their state of origin. There have been cases of people having to return to their 
state of origin, obviously disappointed, but if they do not receive the exemption under the G2G PASS app, they 
simply have to return. These arrangements are inconvenient. All members would have been approached by 
constituents who have complained because the arrangements have caught up a relative or someone like that. If 
the members assembled would like us to be harder, we will not be able to provide those exemptions. Exemptions 
are a fact of life and, member for Dawesville, they are based upon a risk assessment that is undertaken day in and 
day out.  

A number of members of Parliament come to me on a regular basis saying they want an exemption applied to 
a particular constituent or someone of that nature. If today’s suggestion is that we should not be doing that, we can 
stop forwarding those requests to the Minister for Police’s office if that is what members are saying is appropriate. 
I think people believe that the arrangements we have in place are appropriate. They protect Western Australians. 
They will get Western Australians back into the workplace as quickly and as appropriately as possible. At the 
same time, they make sure that Western Australians stay safe. Our hard borders have been the thing that has 
kept Western Australians safe. It is what Clive Palmer and the Leader of the Opposition want to bring down. As 
a result, we will resist the temptation to bring down our hard borders. We will also resist the temptation of people 
who second-guess and make sure that they sow doubt into the minds of members of the public who have great 
confidence in the arrangements that we have in place. 
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We continually undertake risk assessments. In particular, in our hotel quarantining arrangements, the shift throughout 
July has progressed the following initiatives to continue to improve the hotel quarantine process. We have weekly 
meetings with hotel and security management at each hotel to discuss emerging issues and compliance with 
processes and protocols. We provide ongoing refresher personal protective equipment training for hotel staff 
and security guards. Ongoing audits on hotels are conducted by public health infection, prevention and control 
nurses. We have seen the development of plans to manage passengers in hotel quarantine in support of the recent 
issuance of the Quarantine (Closing the Border) Directions restricting entry into WA by persons from Victoria and 
New South Wales. No system is perfect. But we are continuing to undertake the risk assessments to ensure that 
we address any perceived anomalies and weaknesses and fill those gaps. A classic example is the move we have 
made, as part of the national program, to require that all truck drivers who are members of the freight and logistics 
industry be tested regularly to ensure that our freight and logistics industry continues to practice in a COVID-19 
safe way. 

I note that the member for Vasse raised an issue about the amount of testing. We are doing the comparable level 
of testing that we need to do to ensure that we maintain vigilance and line-of-sight for any outbreak of the disease. 
At the moment, we are undertaking around 18 000 tests a week. That is a combination of our COVID-19 clinics 
and the private pathology labs, scattered in over 100 locations across the state. Truckies have an opportunity to be 
tested wherever they need to go. Within 48 hours of entering the state, if they cannot show evidence that they have 
been tested within the last seven days and have returned a negative result, we can make sure that they have access 
to either a GP-referred COVID clinic or a private pathology lab, or they can simply go to one of our COVID-19 
clinics and get themselves tested. It is the responsibility of everyone. 

We are continuing to work hard with the aged-care sector to ensure that it has the support that it needs to be able 
to deal with any outbreak of the disease. Just this weekend, I held a meeting with representatives right across the 
aged-care sector to ensure that we are doing everything we need to do to assist them to manage it. Whether that is 
with the level of PPE that they need, the support they need for their workforce, or an outbreak management plan, 
we will ensure that the Department of Health is on hand to assist them at all times. 

We will not be supporting this motion. That is because risk management is what we are doing day in and day 
out. We assess the risk, we respond to the risk, and we make amendments about the hard border. This is what 
we have been doing all along. This is what the Premier has been leading. We are continuing to undertake risk 
assessments and put on further restrictions. That is why we now have more restrictions on people travelling 
from Victoria and New South Wales. That is why we are continuing to make sure that our quarantine hotels are 
operating second to none in Australia to keep Western Australians safe, and to allow us to move to an easing of 
the stage four restrictions to get Western Australians back into the workforce. Western Australia currently has 
four active cases. 

What the member for Dawesville should be drawing to the public’s attention is the fact that although we are having 
some success, the disease is still out there, and we need to continue to be vigilant. We will continue to undertake the 
risk assessments that the member for Dawesville has called for. That is what we are doing every day. That is what 
public health physicians do. They manage the public health risk, whether they are in the Public Health Emergency 
Operations Centre or the State Health Incident Coordination Centre, or whether they are a doctor or a nurse working 
on infection control right across our great healthcare system. They are doing the job, day in and day out. They 
have kept us safe. The opposition should be supporting them, not denouncing them. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [3.53 pm]: This motion is another weak, insipid and 
pathetic performance by the Liberal Party in this chamber. This matter of public interest calls for a review, 
a committee and an assessment. The pandemic is happening now. The front line is busy now. The Chief Health 
Officer and the Commissioner of Police, and the entire group of officials protecting Western Australia, are working 
hard now. The idea that we would pause that work to reflect on how we are going, rather than just getting on with 
it and protecting Western Australia, is wrong and false. That is why the Minister for Health outlined very clearly 
that we will not be supporting this motion. We are not about contemplating the world. We are about acting and 
protecting Western Australia now. 

We have already seen a complete waste of time, particularly for our top legal teams, on the High Court challenge. 
I am curious, as everybody should be, about why some of our top legal minds have been occupied with this 
High Court challenge, when they should be working in WA to help make sure that we can put all the legal mechanisms 
in place to protect Western Australia in the best way possible. That is why we will not be supporting the motion. 
We do not support reviews. We support action. What we are doing, under the leadership of both the Premier and 
the Minister for Health, is a coordinated and continual risk assessment and management process. We saw with the 
Premier’s announcement today another continual assessment of risk and making decisions to manage that risk. 
That is the job of the Chief Health Officer and the entire team, and of course also the Commissioner of Police in 
the management of this process. 
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Today we have seen the very different views of everyone who has spoken on this matter of public interest. The 
National Party said that it wants more overseas workers to come into the state. The Liberal Party and the member 
for Hillarys said that we should not let anyone in. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not agree with the idea that somehow the opposition is better at making these decisions 
than the Chief Health Officer and the Commissioner of Police. I back those people in making those decisions. 

Mr D.T. Redman: If that’s your view, you wouldn’t have any parliamentary committees. You wouldn’t have 
oversight of anything. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is a pandemic. It is a state of emergency. Members opposite want to sit around and have 
a review. Members opposite are all over the place. We have seen their constant dismissal of Victoria, and their 
party-political attacks. Members opposite have played cheap politics on this from day one, and they continue to do 
so. Member for Hillarys, managing the border by postcodes does not work. The member for Hillarys is advocating 
for it. They tried to do that over east, and it did not work. Every time they tried to manage their border — 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: All the states that have tried to manage their border by postcode have failed, and they now 
have a hard border across their entire state, because that is what they had to do. 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I have warned you. I call you for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Hillarys talked about the extraordinary effort of the Australian Defence Force 
when it came to cruise ships in Western Australia. 

Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! I believe the minister has the call, not the member for Wanneroo. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Hillarys highlighted the role of the ADF in managing cruise ships in 
Western Australia. If anyone can tell me what it did, please let me know. 

The member for Dawesville talked about a bipartisan approach. He has never undertaken a bipartisan approach to 
anything when it comes to this issue. I want to touch on the omnibus bill. I tried to take a bipartisan approach. We 
gave the bill to the opposition before we brought it into this chamber, and the opposition has played politics with 
it from that point on. The opposition has shown that it cannot be trusted to take a bipartisan approach on anything, 
even a technical and legal bill in relation to managing COVID-19. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Dawesville should be embarrassed. He knows that that will damage how we 
operate in this place and the other place for many years to come. 

I refer to another comment, and I understand that the Leader of the Opposition did not stand to speak on this 
matter. Somehow, she was the first person to call for the hard border. I quote the Leader of the Opposition from 
18 March — 

If members go back and check the Hansard, they will see that I did not call for travel to stop or borders 
to be closed; … 

Again, the Hansard contradicts the member for Dawesville. Of course, there are the other comments again and again 
that we should bring the borders down. The Leader of the Opposition believes that no-one in Western Australia 
has a memory, that Hansard does not exist, that video and audiotapes do not exist and that somehow we cannot check 
what was said. I remember sitting in here in question time after question time and being asked, “Why can’t you 
bring those borders down?” Let us go through the comments. On 19 May, the Leader of the Opposition was asked 
whether, if she was Premier, she would reopen the interstate border. The Leader of the Opposition said, “I would.” 
Also on 19 May, she said, “There does not appear to be a valid reason to keep the interstate borders closed.” On 
16 June, she said, “The Premier needs to show us the advice; they say there’s a constitutional issue, but clearly 
there isn’t.” Also on 16 June, the Leader of the Opposition said, “It’s politically expedient to maintain the hard 
borders” and “There’s clearly no evidence that it’s actually medically required at this point.” Her comments go on 
and on. On 12 June, she said, “I think it’s ridiculous. Every other Premier has made different decisions based on 
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the evidence they have on hand.” On 1 June, she said, “We’re one country. We’re all Australians. This hard border 
nonsense is absolute nonsense.” Again and again and again. 

Another point that has been overlooked is the backing of Clive Palmer during this debate and the shock and anger 
because Clive Palmer was not allowed to enter WA. On 16 June, the Leader of the Opposition said, “I think the 
Premier is blocking Clive Palmer and it’s political. Why is he blocking Clive Palmer?” 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We have a High Court challenge to deal with. So, again, the Leader of the Opposition is on 
Clive Palmer’s side. She cannot help but be on anyone’s side but that of the McGowan government. 

Mr M. McGowan: Not Western Australia’s side. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, not Western Australia’s side. The Liberal Party tried to refer the Palmer legislation to 
a committee. It tried to stop it from being debated and passed last Thursday. Those are the facts. We cannot walk away 
from facts, because things such as television, audio recordings and Hansard exist. I was reading the Clive Palmer 
ads this morning and they look very similar to Liberal Party ads. They use Liberal Party comments and are very 
similar to Liberal Party ads. The Clive Palmer ads use Liberal Party key lines. If anyone has noticed the contents 
of the ads, they will know they use Liberal Party key lines and I suspect that that will continue. 

Mr R.H. Cook: He and Mathias Cormann should get together. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, it is as though it is a coordinated approach. When Tim McMillan from Channel Seven’s 
Flashpoint asked the Leader of the Opposition, “What about Clive? Would you let Clive in?” The Leader of the 
Opposition replied, “Clive has business interests in WA.” Yes, he does; he is trying to sue us for $30 billion! She 
continued, “Why can’t he get a business exemption?” 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Sorry? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition should stand up and make a contribution. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: How many people come in every day? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition should stand up and make a contribution, because once again 
she seems to be on Clive Palmer’s side. 

Amendment to Motion 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I move — 

That all words after “house” be deleted and the following words be substituted — 

notes the strong and rigorous measures taken by the state government to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, including its firm decisions to retain WA’s hard border despite repeated calls by the 
Leader of the Opposition and the Liberal Party to bring the hard border down 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.04 pm]: I rise to support the amendment 
moved by the member for West Swan. In doing so, I will highlight some of the desperate lengths that the 
opposition has gone to. It has given up trying to be relevant and is now about getting attention. Misrepresenting 
the number of exemptions as individuals is desperate and scaremongering. That is exactly what the opposition 
has been doing. Those exemptions apply to essential workers. The entire exercise of the last six months has 
been an exercise in risk management—that is what it has been. To say that somehow the government is not 
implementing risk management strategies continuously for this public health pandemic is absolutely ridiculous. 
It is a balance between managing the contamination potentially brought in by essential industry workers and 
keeping industries going—industries advocated for by the opposition’s coalition partner such as agricultural 
industries, airlines, logistics and all those that bring really important goods and services to WA with the potential 
for an outbreak. 

This motion has two completely separate purposes. One part of the dog is the tail that says, “We want you to be 
more compassionate”, and I have some sympathy for that, while the other part of the dog says, “We’re not being 
hard enough.” If we had to think about who we really want to manage this crisis and which leader we want to 
manage this crisis, we have had the commonsense advice–driven approach of the Premier, who has taken advice 
at every step of the way. To assert that somehow the Chief Health Officer and the Commissioner of Police are not 
independent and experts at what they do is offensive. To assert that they can somehow be lent on by politicians of 
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either stripe and that the Commissioner of Police is not independent and that we can bend him to our will is absolutely 
offensive. We can compare the leadership of this government and this Premier, which has been sensible and 
commonsense but decisive, with the flat-footed and, frankly, bizarre performance of the Leader of the Opposition, 
who has been flip-flopping around. One minute she says, “We want the borders up”, but only a few weeks ago when 
we were debating a matter of public interest in this chamber, the Leader of the Opposition called for us to ease 
restrictions. That was a few weeks ago. I was standing here having an argument with the Leader of the Opposition. 
I was trying to put across to her that there is an element of chaos in the world right now because we are in a global 
pandemic. She was advocating to ease restrictions even more. We have done that on advice, and slowly and steadily 
is exactly how we have done it. We have not rushed to make political decisions at all. We have taken that advice 
and made hard decisions. 

I absolutely support this amendment. It is far more reflective of what the community thinks. Opposition 
members are making cheap political shots just for attention; it has thrown relevance out the door. I absolutely 
condemn the opposition because it has been hopeless—absolutely hopeless. The Leader of the Opposition has 
been calling on the government over and again to bring the border down, consistently playing politics with 
people’s lives. The fact of the matter is that people’s jobs and lives are at stake. Our children are at school because 
of this Premier and his leadership. Our businesses are open because of this Premier and his leadership. If it had 
been up to the Leader of the Opposition and the shadow Minister for Health, we would be in a world of pain 
like Victoria. 

Division 

Amendment (deletion of words) put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker (Ms L.L. Baker) casting her vote 
with the ayes, with the following result — 

Ayes (30) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms A. Sanderson Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M. Hughes Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

 

Noes (16) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

Mr M.P. Murray Mr J.E. McGrath 
Ms M.M. Quirk Mrs A.K. Hayden 
Mr R.R. Whitby Dr M.D. Nahan 
 

Amendment thus passed. 

Division 

Amendment (insertion of words) put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker (Ms L.L. Baker) casting her vote 
with the ayes, with the following result — 

Ayes (29) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms A. Sanderson Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M. Hughes Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr C.J. Tallentire  
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Noes (16) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

Mr M.P. Murray Mr J.E. McGrath 
Ms M.M. Quirk Mrs A.K. Hayden 
Mr R.R. Whitby Dr M.D. Nahan 

Amendment thus passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker (Ms L.L. Baker) casting her vote with the ayes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (27) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms R. Saffioti  

 

Noes (15) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Dr D.J. Honey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

            
Pairs 

Mr M.P. Murray Mr J.E. McGrath 
Ms M.M. Quirk Mrs A.K. Hayden 
Mr R.R. Whitby Dr M.D. Nahan 

Question thus passed.  
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